Verband Region Stuttgart

The Neckar
www.landschaftspark-rems.de
LANDSCAPE PARK

A DIVERSE RIVER LANDSCAPE
Anyone who bikes along the banks of the Neckar recognizes that the river has
many faces. Almost entirely unspoiled regions in the south are interspersed
with heavily developed areas.
In the north, steep vineyards offer fabulous views over the Neckar valley and
awaken a desire to try the local wines. So too, a craving for culture is also
quenched within eyeshot of the river.

THE IDEA BEHIND THE STUTTGART REGION’S
L ANDSCAPE PARK
Understanding green infrastructure as a locational factor
The Stuttgart region is more diverse than most: or
chards at the foot of the Swabian Alb, vineyards in the
densely populated Neckar and Rems valleys, and farmland
in the Filder district lend the landscape an unmistakable
character. The maintenance and promotion of this char
acteristic landscape with its individual features is the core
role of the Stuttgart region’s landscape park. Free spaces,
green areas, paths, special attractions, and buildings are
to be coordinated with one another and integrated in a
way so that locals and visitors alike can enjoy spending
time outdoors.

political will, and numerous partners: public bodies, muni
cipalities, associations, and, last but by no means least, the
commitment of its citizens.

The importance given to recreational opportunities
represents the area’s high quality of life. It lends the strong
economic region of Stuttgart a wellbeing factor that ena
bles it to score high in terms of locational competition.
As such, investments in the landscape park as a “green
infrastructure” are just as important as investments in the
improvement of the “grey infrastructure”, i. e. roads, rails,
or the new trade fair venue.

Conceptual plans already exist for the Neckar and Remsval
leys, the Glems valley with the nearby Strohgäu, the Filder
district, and the Swabian forest with the Roman limes. The
master plan for the Neckar landscape park is directed
towards the central river which runs throughout the entire
north-south expanse of the Stuttgart region. Covering a
distance of over 90 kilometres, around one million people
live and work in the river’s catchment area.

A landscape park means a cultural landscape with d
 iverse
designs which are overarchingly coordinated, not an idyl
lic garden. The Stuttgart region’s landscape park will be a
project that spans generations. It requires stayingpower,

Without exception, all 27 cities and municipalities along
the river have cooperated on the master plan for the Neckar
landscape park and have contributed to bringing the idea
of the Stuttgart region’s landscape park a step forward.  
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AN OVERVIEW

Master plans already exist for the various landscape areas
and these combine like puzzle pieces to create the overarch
ing idea for the Stuttgart region’s landscape park. Each part
of the concept is tailored to the characteristic conditions of
the area with which it deals. The Verband Region Stuttgart
provides the conceptual framework as well as financial sup
port for the implementation of these projects.
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THE NECKAR LANDSCAPE PARK
Enabling experiences of the river in all its diversity
People quickly recognized the advantages of the
Neckar for the transportation of goods and as a commercial lifeline and made use of it accordingly. As a
result, unspoiled areas of landscape dotted with narrow
streams, numerous lateral branches and the Neckar flats
are now rare sites. As far back as the 16th century, trade
ships were navigating the Neckar. In the Middle Ages the
rights to the river were held by the Kaiser, who passed

these on to the landed gentry. Raft fees and duties were
welcome sources of revenue. The year 1555 is significant
to the development of the Neckar, in that Kaiser Karl V
issued Duke Christoph von Württemberg the privilege of
making the Neckar passable for ships and rafts. However,
the free transportation of goods only came about in the
early 19th century with unhindered access from the Neck
ar, via the Rhine, to the world’s seas.

A waterway with enormous economic significance
Within the context of industrialisation, the river’s
waterpower also became of interest, as weaving and
spinning mills had to be powered, while protection against
floods brought further demands. All of this led to its banks
being increasingly reinforced, the installation of emergency
systems and the riverbed being channelled. In short, bit
by bit, the Neckar lost its original characteristics. Once the
natural habitations for numerous plants and animals, the
forests on its flats were forced to give way to industrial and
residential developments. In the 1920s, the river was further
straightened and through a system of locks and dams, de
veloped into a shipping route for barrages. After channeliza
tion, the Stuttgart harbour was opened in 1958, while the
end point to the Neckar as a shipping route was extended
with the opening of the Plochingen harbour in 1968.
Throughout the century, the economic significance of the
Neckar to the Stuttgart region increased enormously.

In the Stuttgart harbour alone, roughly 50 companies
employ around 2,500 people. The primary work done
here includes the handling of construction materials, iron,
steel, and scrap, as well as mineral oil products – all in
all, 2.8 million tons in 2008. This equates to 70,000 HGVs
(40-tonners). From this it is clear that domestic shipping on
the Neckar federal waterway considerably eases conges
tion on the heavily frequented A8 and A81 motorways.
In order to meet with the requirements of modern shipping
and to enable increasingly large Rhine ships to negotiate
the Neckar, the government is planning the step-by-step
expansion of the 27 Neckar locks over the coming decades, increasing these from 110 to 140 metres in length.
The state of Baden-Württemberg campaigned hard for the
expansion of the locks, believing that the amount of goods
transported on the Neckar should be increased and the ca
pacity to do this safeguarded for the future.  

The locks on the Neckar are
being aligned with the
requirements of modern shipping.
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Stuttgart’s harbour mostly handles construction materials,
steel products and mineral oil products but more and more
also premium automobile products.
Around 50 companies employ around 2,500 people.
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The other face of the Neckar
But this is just one side of the Neckar. Its banks have
provided inspiration for poets and thinkers, inventors and
creators, and many others. Friedrich Schiller opened his
eyes for the first time in Marbach am Neckar, in 1759.
Friedrich Hölderlin, born in 1770 in Lauffen am Neckar,
raved about the “beautiful marshes and bank pastures”.
So too, the philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel,
born in 1770 in Stuttgart, was at work in the river’s catch
ment area. And that is to name but a few. The legacy of

these and many others is collected in Marbach at the Ger
man Literature Archive and presented in the neighbouring
Museum of Modern Literature. Industrial history has also
been written along the Neckar. For example, just a stone’s
throw from the Neckar, the Mercedes-Benz Museum in
Stuttgart-Untertürkheim presents the history of the auto
mobile – from its invention right through to the Silver Ar
row. And one could say so much more about what comes
into one’s mind during a stroll along the Neckar.

Those longing for a contemplative stroll don’t have it easy
In fact, anyone who wishes to enjoy a riverside walk along
the Neckar or take in a view of the river from a café or
restaurant terrace will often be out of luck, as the route to
the Neckar usually runs through less than inviting industrial
areas. The river is, at best, glimpsed and its banks only
rarely reached with ease. Indeed, the Neckar has often lent
its name to a place, stadium, or restaurant despite the fact
that for most people, the river exists only in the back of

The new Museum of Modern Literature in Marbach
am Neckar – one of the most significant literary
institutions in the world.
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their minds. The demands of shipping, the use of hydro
power, and the methods of flood protection have all left
their stamp on the Neckar during past centuries. However,
in the last decades there has been a rediscovery of the
special quality of life and leisure which the river provides.
Due to this, the image of the Neckar is gradually changing
in a positive direction.

Linking diversity into a harmonious entity
Since the numerous individual projects it promotes are
embedded in the overall concept of the Neckar landscape
park, the perception of the river will truly be changed. In
doing so, our task is not to reinvent the Neckar landscape.
Instead, the focus is on bringing together the many, already
existing visions, ideas, plans and projects, and linking these
with each other, filling discernible gaps with new ideas,
and coordinating the numerous puzzle pieces in order to
create a harmonious image. Enabling experiences of the
river, in all its diversity: that is our objective.
Under the guidance of the Verband Region Stuttgart, the
municipalities have worked together with environmental
associations, authorities, and companies to develop visions

and implementable measures and recommendations. The
master plan links 228 project ideas into a concrete devel
opment concept with the aim of configuring the Neckar
valley as a cohesive landscape region. Due to the diverse
links with tributary valleys and the delightful scenery that
runs from the valley up to the surrounding heights, each of
the individual municipalities across the entire planning area
has been included. However, the focus has been placed on
the area close to the river.
Explicitly fostering diversity while linking it into a
harmonious entity – the intentions of the master plan
could best be summarised in this way.  

THE ROAD TO THE MASTER PLAN

MASTER PLAN

Projects / Project ideas / Co-financing

MISSION
STATEMENT

Targets / Potential action fields

Strengths / Weaknesses
Landscape
Settlements and traffic
Tourism and recreation

ANALYSIS

PLANNING
AREAS

North

Central

South
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the landscape analysis
Recognising and classifying unique characteristics
Before the actual planning of the Neckar landscape park
could commence, it was necessary to examine the situation
on the ground. The result of this research was the land
scape analysis or, in other words, the “genetic code” of
the Neckar valley. Its characteristics, the unmistakable fea
tures of the landscape, its layout, the historic background,
its strengths and weaknesses, as well as current problems:

these were all part of the analysis. The whole 90 kilometre
long course of the river, from Neckartenzlingen in the south
of the region, right to Kirchheim am Neckar in the north,
is characterised by vast structural, cultural, and landscape
diversity. When creating a common mission statement for
the further development of the Neckar valley, it was of the
utmost importance to take this diversity into account.

One river – three landscapes
With regard to the different landscape and settlement
structures, one can distinguish between three sections of
the Neckar valley:
In the north, between Kirchheim and Stuttgart, the
Neckar runs its course in narrow, meandering bends,
bordered by steep slopes with vineyards and striking rock
formations. Historic towns, the former royal seat of Lud
wigsburg and smaller, rural villages enrich the landscape.
In contrast, the middle section, running from Stuttgart to Plochingen, is characterised by industrial and
built-up areas. This landscape is marked by a wide belt of
industrial, commercial, and residential areas as well as the
roads and railways that run parallel to the river. Large, re
nowned companies have made their homes on the banks of

The lock in Ludwigsburg-Poppenweiler
is one of 27 along the Neckar.
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the Neckar and, alongside other innovative companies, they
shape the globally-significant economic region of Stuttgart.
With the Mercedes-Benz Arena and the Mercedes-Benz
Museum, sporting and cultural events are to be found with
in sight of the river. The Neckar, which has been heavily
channelled in this area, runs alongside the Stuttgart districts
of Bad Cannstatt, Berg, and Gaisburg, as well as the historic
old town of Esslingen – a city which had maintained its in
dependence from the local kingdoms for centuries.
To the south, from Plochingen to Neckartenzlingen,
where the Neckar is no longer passable for ships, pretty
orchards and woodlands are interspersed with residential
and industrial areas. From some sections of the river it is
possible to spot the silhouette of the Swabian Alb.  

MAKING THE UNMISTAKABLE APPARENT

Kirchheim
Gemmrigheim
Walheim
Mundelsheim
Hessigheim

Besigheim

Ingersheim

Typical of the northern river section:
steep slopes with vineyards and striking rock
formations as seen here in Hessigheim.

Pleidelsheim
Benningen

Freiberg a.N.

Marbach a.N.

Ludwigsburg
Remseck a.N.

Fellbach

Stuttgart

From Stuttgart to Plochingen,
industry and dense development
accompany the channelized river.

Esslingen a.N.
Altbach

Plochingen

Deizisau
Wernau

Köngen

Wendlingen a.N.

Unterensingen

Oberboihingen
Neckartailfingen

Nürtingen

Neckartenzlingen

In the southern section, it is predominantly
open landscape with fields and
orchards that characterise the scenery.
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THE LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS
Strengths and weaknesses of the Neckar valley
The landscape analysis differentiates between three subject
areas:
- Landscape
- Settlements and traffic
- Tourism and recreation

The strengths and weaknesses of the Neckar valley have
been ascertained for each subject area, as well as a pre
sentation of both their positive qualities and shortcomings.

Enabling experiences of the river
With its orchards, historic vineyards, and formerly mined
gravel pits, the Neckar valley, backbone and central lifeline
of the region, offers valuable natural habitats alongside
unspoiled biotopes. At the same time, this stunning and
diverse cultural landscape provides the basis for appealing
recreational opportunities, such as the Hessigheimer rock
gardens and the Wernauer quarry lakes. However, expan
sion of many of the natural habitats is very restricted.
The flats are already largely developed and cut up by
transportation routes. Flood dams and walls constrain the
river while numerous flood defences, locks and barrages
make the Necker impassable for fish – even in the nonshipping section above Plochingen. Along many sections
of the Neckar, the river can no longer be experienced at
all. Striking examples of this are the quay at the Wasen in
Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt, and at the joining of the Feuer
bach into the Neckar in Stuttgart-Mühlhausen.

LANDSCAPE

+
Diverse natural and cultural landscape
Protected species and biotopes
Numerous nature reserves

–
–
–
–

Severely altered waterway structure
Small and isolated natural habitats
Vineyard slopes and orchards at risk
Nature conservation and agriculture
competing for space

Densely developed and barely enjoyable as a natural space:
The Neckar at Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt.
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“Addresses on the river”
People have always been keen to build directly on the river,
not least for commercial reasons. Some of these historic
sites are among the most charming spots that the Neckar
has to offer – for example Esslingen or Besigheim.
The economic growth of the last 50 years has brought
with it further development of the riverbanks. Due to the
favourable topography, vital traffic arteries run directly
along the river. As important as the B10 and rail lines are
to the commercial region, the landscape fragmentation
and the associated noise are grave side-effects.
Above all, the automotive industry and power plants have
left their stamp on the river. Access to the Neckar from
the town centres is usually unattractive and made all the
more difficult by roads, railway lines, or barrier-like indus
trial zones. Attractive apartments, linking natural spaces,
promenades, or high-quality recreational areas on the river
are few and far between. What is missing in many cases
are “addresses on the river” through which the communi
ties are able to identify and present themselves. Here the
master plan should identify appropriate starting points
and show where improvements could be applied and “ad
dresses on the river” developed.

SETTLEMENTS AND TRAFFIC

+
Historic towns
Attractive residential areas
Good transportation links

–
–
–
–
–

Very little reference to the Neckar
Heavily developed – limited free spaces
Barriers due to roads and railway lines
High noise pollution due to traffic
Little space for nature retention

Channels of the Neckar characterise
the old town of Esslingen.
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Unity of the Neckar valley
The Neckar landscape park holds high potential for tourism
and recreation, including a host of impressive sites and at
tractions, noteworthy cultural facilities, and exciting leisure
activities. Above all, cities such as Ludwigsburg, Stuttgart,
Esslingen, and Nürtingen have a great deal to offer.
To date there has been no specific promotion of tourism
in the Neckar valley. It is a matter for the individual mu
nicipalities, sometimes in cooperation with neighbouring
towns and districts. Thus the need for an organisation that
offers tourists and recreation seekers comprehensive in
formation on the Neckar valley with a uniformed appear
ance. While the Regio Stuttgart Marketing- und Tourismus
GmbH is an overarching tourism organisation, only part of
its activities can be directed at the towns and communities
along the Neckar.
The potential offered by the landscape park to position
itself as an attractive tourism and recreational region is
apparent in the example of cycling tourism: the Neckar
valley bike path is exceptionally well received. Currently,
bike paths along rivers are a popular trend.  

RECREATION AND TOURISM

+
Attractive landscapes
Fascinating towns, many points of interest
Important cultural sites
Variety of leisure activities
Cycling, walking, canoeing

–
–
–
–
–

Fragmented recreational infrastructure
Inadequate linkage of leisure areas
Difficulties in experiencing the Neckar
No main touristic point of arrival
The Neckar is neither a fundamental part
of the region’s image, nor its brand
– Conflict potential between nature
conservation and recreation

Be it walking or cycling,
many routes lead along the Neckar.
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Survey in map format
The findings of the landscape analysis are represented in
three maps, which have been produced for each of the
three areas – North, Central and South. Where are natu
ral bank sections still to be found? Where are the access
points at which one can experience the Neckar? Which
areas atop the steep slopes offer the best views?

Drawing on the strengths and weaknesses analysis of the
landscape, it is relatively easy to recognize the potential
action fields and determine the most important objectives
for a desirable form of development.  

The negative sides are also presented: Which areas are the
most severely fragmented and noisy? Where are the river
banks totally inaccessible? Where does development run
right up to the riverbank?

POTENTIAL FOR TOURISM
Kirchheim

Besigheim

Mundelsheim

Marbach

Freiberg
Ludwigsburg

Remseck

Stuttgart

Esslingen
Deizisau

Wendlingen
Nürtingen
Neckartailfingen

Despite the diversity of what it has to offer,
the Neckar leisure and tourism region should be
perceived more as a unit.

Neckartenzlingen
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Recreational traffic over the river and on the water.
The Neckar is a popular excursion destination.

THE MISSION
Outlining the common objectives
The mission is an ideal description of the essential objec
tives; a framework providing orientation for the further
planning of individual projects. It is intended to guarantee
that the projects are integrated into a complete concept
and that they support the same goals. It is based on the
findings of the landscape analysis and is the result of the co
operation between all those involved. The mission describes
the motivation behind the Neckar landscape park as well as
the guidelines for it and, as a vision, can represent the selfimage of the Stuttgart region.
The mission provides an overview of the common
goals such as:
- Enhancing natural habitats
- Overcoming barriers
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- Establishing connections
- Improving the recreational opportunities
- Strengthening the natural environment
One point of central importance lies particularly close
to our hearts: in many places a connection to the river is
missing; direct access to the river is missing. Thus, in many
instances, the tag “… on the Neckar” is in name only. But
every location should have an attractive recreational area
on the Neckar; some space, a small promenade or, in other
words, an “address on the river.”
This could be achieved by improvements and the deliber
ate planning of development areas, roads, paths, or places
along the Neckar. It is important that links be established
between the communities and the river.  

THE MOST IMPORTANT OBJECTIVES AT A GLANCE
Outlining the common goals

Neckar

Improve and further develop

leisure and tourism
infrastructure

Improve

connections with
tributary valleys

Murr
Enz

Develop

addresses on the Neckar
Overcome barriers

Ludwigsburg

and promote accessibility

Feuerbach

Protect and enhance

green axes / settlement breaks

Rems

Stuttgart

Esslingen

Fils

Aich

Nürtingen
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THE MASTER PLAN
Intensive communication as the key to success
During well over one hundred meetings and discussions,
the master plan has been created through a process of
extraordinarily intensive communication. Interested asso
ciations, authorities, citizens, and specialists have been
informed of the project or have directly contributed to it.
Organizational meetings with administrative managers of

1. Entire area

the municipalities and other authorities served to steer the
entire venture. Experiences, objectives, and plans were col
lected together, spatial conditions were analysed, and the
fundamental objectives for the long-term development of
this landscape area were defined.

2. North, Central, and South planning levels

Example:
Kirchheim am Neckar.
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From the general to the specific
The master plan covers various planning levels, from an ap
praisal of the entire area right through to a detailed view of
individual projects. The master plan’s recommendations for
projects in the Neckar landscape park are presented through
maps in a scale of 1: 25 000 and marked with a number.

3. Datasheets

Each number represents a “profile”, or datasheet, which
contains more information on the respective project. Some
projects have also been further developed into more de
tailed drafts or renderings.   

4. Detailed drafts
for individual projects

A booklet for every municipality
In order to have a better overview, a separate booklet has
been produced for each of the 27 municipalities, containing
detailed datasheets on all of the projects within the districts
as well as an enlarged aerial photograph. The datasheets
contain not only general information on the project, such

as a description and the location, but also details on the
cost forecasts, the realisation prospects, the initiator of the
project idea, and the name of a contact partner. In addi
tion, the present state of the project area and the respec
tive project status are also described.  
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THE MASTER PLAN
Brimming with tips and proposals
The master plan contains well over 250 ideas and projects,
tips for the extension of bike paths and hiking trails, as
well as proposals for the development of new leisure areas
along the river. It also points out highlights of the land
scape and sites of culture and historical significance, there
by accentuating the positive qualities of the Neckar valley
as a living space for around one million people.
More than a collection of projects, the master plan is a
cohesive yet flexible concept which, open to new ideas and
developments, can be updated and adapted.
Naturally it is impossible to realize all of the ideas on a
short-term basis, but when circumstances offer an opportu
nity, this is where one finds a whole host of doable projects.

The complete master plan can be found at:
www.landschaftspark-region-stuttgart.de

The essential structures of the site are
presented in a schematic illustration.

THE EXAMPLE OF KIRCHHEIM AM NECKAR

Agriculture
Concrete project recommendations
are described in greater detail
under Ki4 in the project sheets for
the municipality.

Neckar valley bike path –
with tips on improvements

Suitable areas for access
to the Neckar
Canoe entry and exit points

Historic old town
Renaturation
of the side streams
Enhancement of the connection between the settlement
and the Neckar’s banks

Development of natural alluvial land
and bank structures – safeguarding
of the flood plains

Orchards

Bike paths and hiking trails
Development of
“addresses on the Neckar”
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Vineyards
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VISIONS ARE SIGNPOSTS TO THE FUTURE
Big solutions demand courage and money: the example of Deizisau
Back in the beginning of the 90’s the town of Deizisau
created a “small promenade” on both sides of the Neckar.
However, anyone who wishes to spend time on the Deizis
au side must put up with the noise generated by the B10.
On the opposite side there is a lack of signposts, so that
only the locals can find the way to the recreational paths.
The conclusion: landscaping and noise protection require
urgent improvement.
As “visionary” as the covering and greening of the B10 at
this site may appear to be, in the long-term, it is the only
effective solution by which the historic flood plains can, to
some extent, be reconstructed, more attractive access from
the town centre to the Neckar can be created, the noise
problems can be permanently overcome, and the left bank
promenade turned into a pleasant and inviting place to be.

A bridge between the two promenade sections could not
only link both sides of the river, but also connect the
recreational area of Schurwald with the lower slopes,
south of Deizisau. Detailed planning for a pedestrian and
cycle bridge already exists, having been generated by the
renowned engineering office of Schlaich, Bergermann und
Partner in Stuttgart.
The bridge has a curved s-shape, which is borne by a
likewise s-shaped but counter-curved arch. A remarkable
engineering and design feat, the construction would
emphasise the image of this section of the Neckar as an
important high-tech region.  

Covering highway B10 and constructing
a bridge over the river would be a quantum leap
for recreational infrastructure.

before
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after

A visualised vision:
“Before and after” as a film to create the perfect illusion
Produced for one particularly important project in each mu
nicipality as part of the “addresses on the river” campaign,
the before and after images, while very time consuming
to make, are also very vivid. Numerous aerial photographs

were used to create a film that simulates the perfect
illusion of a flight through the Neckar valley and impres
sively demonstrates how one day the river, as a whole,
could look.

Project BEN3 in Benningen:

Currently, a two metres high wall which is indispensible for
flood protection separates Kelterplatz in Benningen from
the Neckar, while the boat dock is concealed behind a dam.
By constructing seating terraces and platforms, the square
would allow people to spend time there, the wall would
become surmountable, and space would be made available
for use by restaurants.

Project NTE2 in Neckartenzlingen:

Even along extensive stretches of its non-shipping sections,
as here in Neckartenzlingen, the Neckar has been straight
ened and technically reconstructed. In this case, it would
be possible to naturally reconfigure the flood plains and
return some room for the river’s inherent dynamics.
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before

after

The previously steep and densely planted embankment is now
accessible so that the river can once again be experienced.

WHERE PLANS ARE FOLLOWED BY ACTIONS –
THREE EXAMPLES
Hoheneck flood plains – Ludwigsburg’s “address on the river”
The expanded flood plains below the health spa in the
Ludwigsburg’s Hoheneck quarter are a highly attractive
and popular recreational spot. Important hiking trails and
bike paths such as the Neckar valley bike path run along
here. A Kneipp pool, a playground, the Hoheneck boat
dock, and a restaurant popular with cyclists and walkers
complete the setting. However, dense vegetation along
the bank inhibits the view of the Neckar in many areas,
while there is no point along the steep concrete embank
ment where one can obtain direct access to the water.
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In order to remedy these problems, this section of the river
will be transformed into a true “address on the Neckar”.
Its steep embankments will be flattened out, new bays and
shallow water zones will be created, and alternating sec
tions of open spaces and vegetation will be landscaped.
In short, this means the natural renovation of the banks.
In this way, the river ecology will be improved while, at the
same time, the needs of water traffic can still be met. The
result will be attractive areas which can be experienced
and utilised, and where one can dangle one’s feet in the
water at leisure.

Spots of enjoyment on the river
It need not always be the large and costly projects that bring
a sense of wellbeing to a location. Ideas are more crucial,
and that those concepts are followed by actions. For this
reason, the Neckar landscape park’s master plan makes rec
ommendations for the implementation of concrete projects.

Many of these have been realised or begun during recent
years: from the large and costly multi-million Euro rena
turation of the Neckar, through to the reconfiguration of
sections along the banks.

Project FE1 in Fellbach:

At the fork of the Neckar cycle path in the direction of
Fellbach-Oeffingen the view of the river is again open. A
shallow water zone with a riverside terrace has replaced
the previous dense vegetation on the steep bank, giving
the area an entirely new recreational dimension. With his
landing bridge, the architect and artist Claus Bury has de
signed an address on the river which enables the Neckar to
be experienced once again, while simultaneously providing
a striking symbol of the connection to Fellbach and the
Rems valley.

Project MA2 in Marbach am Neckar:

With the canoe club, rowing club, and beer garden, the
Neckar flood plains below the old town of Marbach who
arrive by ship each year, this spot is the entry point to
Schillerstadt. Seating terraces, comfortable sun-loungers,
and a newly created shallow-water zone make it appealing
to spend time here.
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BUBBLING WITH IDEAS
Financial support for the landscape park
Every year the Stuttgart region’s landscape park grows a
little more. Thanks to broad political support, the Verband
Region Stuttgart is active not only at the planning level but
also in the designing of projects. The Verband also contrib
utes financially, bearing up to fifty per cent of the costs if a
municipality plans a bike path, creates leisure opportunities
on the river, or strives to make ecological improvements.
Always with the same goal of making the landscape more
attractive, hiking trails and the restoration of backwaters
are also supported.
The Verband Region Stuttgart annually calls upon the
towns and municipalities to submit project ideas. Result
ing in a project competition, those projects selected by the

jury are awarded a regional subsidy. The criteria for this in
clude a requirement that the project fit into the landscape
park concept, evidence of its supra-regional significance,
an increasing in the ability to experience nature and the
landscape, and the likelihood of short-term implementa
tion. Where necessary, larger projects are provided with
financial support over a number of years. Master plans for
sections of the Stuttgart region such as the Neckar assist
the evaluation of applicants.
As a result of this regional program, more than two mil
lion Euros have flown into landscape park projects on the
Neckar over the period from 2007 to 2010.  

Standing approximately 140 centimetres high,
this steel wave-shaped stele serves as an insignia
for the landscape park.

In order to increase recognition of these
local improvements and place them within a
visible regional context, projects that are
co-financed by the Verband Region Stuttgart
are indicated as such.
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Truly idyllic – the Neckar loop at Mundelsheim is known as the “sweet” section of the
Neckar. The river and the vineyards have always been a source of inspiration for poets.
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WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS
FOR THE NECKAR LANDSCAPE PARK?
State and federal government involved
Many players are involved in the development of the Neck
ar landscape park, and a great deal has already happened.

from all available sources, and coordinate these projects
on a state-wide basis.

The state, municipalities, and the region have already
brought numerous projects to fruition. The Verband Re
gion Stuttgart alone has provided more than five million
Euros of co-financing funds to eleven Neckar projects.
Across the entire region, the Verband Region Stuttgart is
poised to support further projects by developing ideas, as
well as accompanying them through to their completion.

Being a “federal” waterway, the German government also
bears responsibility for the Neckar, with the result that the
water and shipping administration wants to invest millions
into the development of the river in the coming years.
Relevant here is the fact that the urgent reconstruction of
the embankments will not be carried out using concrete,
as was previously the case, but restored using more natural
methods. This offers a variety of opportunities for coopera
tion between the federal government and municipalities:
While the water and shipping administration repairs the
ailing embankments, the city will design attractive recrea
tion areas for its citizens – or “addresses on the river”.

However, the Neckar is not only the geographic backbone
of the Stuttgart region, it is also the most important river
in the state of Baden-Württemberg. On its route across
the state, it flows through all four administrative districts,
six regions, 14 counties and 71 municipalities. As a result,
the ministry for environment established the “Our Neckar”
initiative in 2007. Under this umbrella program, the state
wants to collect all improvement proposals for areas from
the river’s source to its mouth, bundle financial means

In other words, things are “flowing along nicely.” However, a truly successful, long-term development of the
Neckar landscape park will only be possible if we bundle all
these forces together.  

Even when moored to the banks,
things are moving nicely on and around the Neckar.
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THE EU IS ALSO ON BOARD
European partnership for green infrastructure
VALUE, one of the projects subsidised by the EU, highlights
the importance of “green infrastructure” for regions and mu
nicipalities. Within the framework of this project, the Stutt
gart region has been cooperating with partner regions and
cities from Belgium, Great Britain and the Netherlands on
the programme INTERREG IVB North Western Europe since
2008. This programme supports projects which contribute
to the economic competitiveness of the region while pro
moting regionally balanced and sustainable development.
The following partners are involved:
- S outh Yorkshire Forest Partnership /
Sheffield City Council (UK)
- University of Sheffield (UK)
- Community Forests North West (UK)
- Gemeente Amersfoort (NL)
- Vlaamse Landmaatschappij (BE)
- Services Promotion Initiatives en province de Liège (BE)
- Université de Liège (BE)
- Verband Region Stuttgart together with VVS (DE)
- Institut für Landes- und Stadtentwicklungsforschung
gGmbH, Dortmund (DE)

The objective of VALUE is to emphasize and underscore the
economic significance of the locational factor of “green
infrastructure” on a local and regional level. The partners
develop recommendations for measures which safeguard
the best competitive advantages of municipalities and re
gions. The individual regions implement these pilot projects
whose effectiveness is then assessed by scientists.
In the Stuttgart region it has been possible to greatly
enhance the appeal of cycling in two towns in the Neckar
valley with the aid of VALUE: the bike path network was
well developed and the recreational quality along the river
decisively improved. Furthermore, VALUE supports the
expansion of the VVS cycle route planner across the entire
region.
Having been achieved through the financial commitment
of the EU, the Verband Region Stuttgart, and the individu
al municipalities, the following examples are projects that
show improvements to both the transportation infrastruc
ture and the landscape.

The VALUE Project
Demonstrates the economic value of
green infrastructure
VALUE is a European partnership project which will show
how best to target green investments to maximise com
petitive benefits to communities.
The nine project partners work together, share expertise
and promote and provide quality green infrastructure
across Europe.
VALUE is…
Valuing Attractive Landscapes in the Urban Economy
Information on www.value-landscapes.eu
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PROJECTS THAT VALUE SUPPORTS
The Neckar bike path in Nürtingen and the surrounding area
The Neckar bike path, with a total length of 370 kilome
tres, is one of the most interesting and diverse trails in
Germany. A central aspect of the route is the possibility
to experience the river landscape. Heavily frequented, the
route from the source to the mouth of the river offers a
special appeal for long-distance cyclists. In many parts of
the region, the locals use the bike path as an important
connection between points within town, taking to it on
foot or by bicycle.
For Nürtingen, among other places, the Neckar landscape
park’s master plan contains a complete range of measures
which have been incorporated into the VALUE project.
These aim to integrate the Neckar bike path around Nürtin
gen into a wide-reaching concept that stretches to the
boundary of the region at Neckartenzlingen. Included in
this is the incorporation of existing roads running along
side the Neckar which were primarily used for agricultural
purposes. Where possible, the bike path and banks of the
Neckar will join and be landscaped to create an inviting
place to spend time. In addition, the signage will be im
proved and supplemented to include information on res
taurants and services.

measures supported by
the landscape park competition & VALUE: 

-R
 edesign of the entrance to Neckarhausen
nearby the Beutwang Lake from the
direction of Neckartailfingen
- Reconstruction of the section between the
mini golf course and Beutwang Lake
car park
- Reorganisation of signposts at the
Beutwang Lake car park
- Design of the diverging point at the Wörth
bridge with a trail information board
- Elimination of the bottleneck at the town
bridge underpass
- Recreational areas along the banks of
the Neckar

A nice spot to spend time on the newly
reorganized Neckar bike path.

28   The Neckar Landscape Park

The Neckar bike path and the renaturation of the riverbanks in Esslingen
The Neckar landscape park pursues the goal of ecologically
enhancing the Neckar valley while, simultaneously, facili
tating the experience of it. Fundamental prerequisites for
this are a more natural renovation of the embankments
and, wherever possible, a rerouting of the Neckar bike
path onto the banks of the river for long stretches. The
town of Esslingen also places particular importance on the
high quality accessibility of the Neckar bike path, and has
invested in a variety of measures. In this sense, Esslingen’s
project merges seamlessly into the Neckar landscape park.
Because of this, the region has selected it from among
numerous recommendations within the landscape park

competition, and integrated it into the EU VALUE project.
An important partner here has been the water and ship
ping authority, which took responsibility for building back
the roughly 400-metre concrete embankment walls and
for replacing them with a more natural bank zone, thus
creating diverse natural habitats for plants and animals. A
“Neckar balcony” located in the middle of the new section,
enables an open view of the river and the lock. Behind the

renatured bank zone, a new 3-metre wide bike path and
hiking trail was constructed in order to provide cyclists and
walkers access to the river as well as a pleasant experience
on the Neckar. These measures provide an exemplary idea
of how – even on the Neckar waterway – ecological and
attractive design can be implemented without negatively
affecting traffic along the river.

-R
 elocation and construction of a new
bike path
- Design of attractive entrances to the
new Neckar bike path
- Reconstruction of natural bank zones
- Recreational areas along the banks of
the Neckar
- Design of the “Neckar balcony” as
a lookoutpoint

The renatured design of the Neckar
bank now serves as a “fish nursery”
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The cycle route planner: Intelligent technology for high
quality leisure time in the region
Projects supported within the framework of VALUE are not
restricted to the development of the “green infrastruc
ture.” There are also those that greatly enhance leisure
time and environmental mobility through the use of inno
vative technologies and synergy effects. The internet cycle
route planner developed by VVS, is a first-class instrument
for planning routes and tours throughout the entire region.
It is even possible to organise in advance the combined
use of a bicycle and public transport, thus considerably as
sisting and supporting the use of a bicycle for both leisure
time and work.
The cycle route planner facilitates the planning of entire
day trips, including arrival and stops in between. It provides
a clear description of the best and fastest route by public
transport from home to the starting point of a tour. From
there, the route continues by bicycle along the desired
path to resting point, such as a nearby restaurant. After
a break, it is then possible to proceed on to other points
as desired. The cyclist is finally brought back to the start
ing point by rail or bus. The cycle route planner specifies

Using the GPS-tracking with a mobile
navigation device will enable the user
to know the way along the route.
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numerous alternative travel options, which can be printed
out together with the route, saved, or used for GPS track
ing. It is child’s play to use and is spontaneously accessible.
In 2008, the internet route planner was only available for
the state capital of Stuttgart. Since its expansion to include
the entire region was so useful, it was possible to inte
grate it into the VALUE project application and implement
it through cooperation between the VVS and the Verband
Region Stuttgart, as well as the five counties of Böblingen,
Esslingen, Ludwigsburg, Göppingen, Rems-Murr-Kreis and
the state capital of Stuttgart. Due to the valuable knowl
edge of their local areas, the individual districts were vital
in the generation of precise databases.
In short, this means:
due to the combined effect of innovative technology, effec
tive local traffic, and well-developed green infrastructure
with a high recreational value, synergies which consider
ably increase attractiveness and quality of life within the
region are achieved within the project.

All this is offered by the cycle route planner:

- c onvenient input of the waypoints in a
single field
- any number of stopping points along the route
- direct selection of tourist highlights
- a choice between sportive, fast, or attractive
routes, as well as individual settings
- the option to avoid or include assents, gravelled
roads, and routes with heavy traffic
- the helpful use of bus or rail over certain
sections, e. g. the planning of round trips

- a pproximately 100 theme routes, such as the
Limes cycle path or the Radel-Thon
- interactive maps, town maps, and actual aerial
photographs
- an English version
- detailed user instructions
- multiple alternative routes
- information on the location and accessibility of
rental bicycles in Stuttgart (Call-A-Bike)
- a calorie consumption counter

Information on www.vvs.de / radroutenplaner
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